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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.AFer the Union defeat at Manassas in
July 1861, Gen. George B. McClellan took command of the Federal forces in and around Washington and
organized them into a formidable fighting machine- the Army of the Potomac. In March 1862, leaving a strong
force to cover the capital, McClellan shiFed his army by water to Fort Monroe on the tip of the York-James
peninsular, only 100 miles southeast of Richmond. Early in April he advanced toward the Confederate capital.
Anticipating such a move, the Southerners abandoned the Manassas area and marched to meet the Federals.
By the end of May, McClellan s troops were within sight of Richmond. Here Gen. Joseph E. Johnston s
Confederate army assailed the Federals in the bloody but inconclusive Battle of Seven Pines. Johnston was
wounded, and President Davis placed Gen. Robert E. Lee in command. Seizing the oJensive, Lee sent his force
(now called the Army of Northern Virginia) across the Chickahominy River and, in a series of savage battles,
pushed McClellan back from the edge of Richmond to a position on the James River. At the same time, the
scattered Federal forces in northern Virginia were organized into the Army of Virginia under the command of
Gen. John Pope, who arrived with a reputation freshly won in the war s western theater. Gambling that
McClellan would cause no further trouble around Richmond, Lee sent Stonewall Jackson s corps northward to
suppress Pope. Jackson clashed indecisively with part of Pope s troops at Cedar Mountain on August 9.
Meanwhile, learning that the Army of the Potomac was withdrawing by water to join Pope, Lee marched with
Gen. James Longstreet s...
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