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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1872 edition. Excerpt: .As this body increased rapidly in number, large estates were
granted them, and hospices were built at Tarentum, Messina, Asti, Pisa, Otranto, and several other places. It
was not, however, till the year 1310 that Rhodes became the principal head-quarters of the Order. In that year
the Grand Master Foulques de Villaret, made a sudden attack upon the island of Rhodes, which was then in the
hands of the Saracens and Turks, with a fleet of twenty-five ships; and, aKer a severe struggle, captured it.
Foulques de Villaret then built a convent for the Order and fortified the whole island. He aKerwards conquered
the neighbouring islands, by this means securing Rhodes from the constant inroads of the Turkish empire.
Emow DE VILLENEUVE. Elion de Villeneuve was descended from the family of Romeo de Villeneuve, Grand
Marechal of Provence, a11d was born in the year 1270. Having joined the Order of St. John of Jerusalem at an
early age, he soon became noted for his brave attacks on the infidels, and in consequence was raised to the
dignity of Grand Prieur de St. Gilles. When Foulques de Villaret abdicated the grand mastership, and when the
island of Rhodes had been rescued by Gerard de Pins from Orkhan, who attempted to drive out the knights,
Elion de Villeneuve, at a meeting of the Order held at Avignon, in 1319, was elected Grand Master, and this
election was confirmed by the Pope, John XXII. The Order of...
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