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illustrated. 1915 Excerpt: . . . is made to adjust a four-section track scale 50 ft. long by means of a 20-ft. wheel-
base test car, it will be impossible to determine the errors in individual sections, and in adjusting the scale to
cause it to weigh the 20-ft. test car correctly, the adjustments are just as liable as not to be made on the wrong
section. The result will be that while the scale has been adjusted to weigh the 20-ft. wheel-base correctly, cars of
different wheel-bases may be weighed with greater errors than before the adjustments were made. In cases
such as this the use of the test car has been worse than no test car at all, as a feeling of security has been
produced on account of the test and adjustment of the scale and yet the actual errors which occur may be
greater than before. This clearly indicates the helplessness of a scale inspector who has to use a long wheel-
base test car, and further suggests how an astute individual interested in the falsification of weights would be
able to manipulate a scale to his advantage and the scale inspector would be an innocent accomplice. Fig. A--
Test Car, Bureau of Standards. At the 10th Annual Conference of Weights and Measures, Mr. H. L. Van Keuren of
the Bureau of Standards read a paper in which he proposed that the test car be not centered over the sections
in making the test but that it be used with each...
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