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as one of the sheriff s deputies was to be company for part of the journey, | felt somewhat reassured. In a few
minutes the Pacific express from St. Paul to Portland pulled into the station and we boarded. A ride of two
hours down the Missoula valley brought us to Ravalli, where we were to take stage in the morning for the foot
of the lake. Ravalli is only a station situated in the Flathead Indian Reservation, and derives its importance only
from being the shipping point of the whole Flathead country. It was dark when we arrived there, and as we got
off and walked up the station platform, crowded with teamsters, half-breeds and an occasional Indian,
wrapped up to his ears in his blanket, | felt for the first time that | was actually in the genuine wild and woolly
west. Finally we found the stage waiting, and we climbed in among Swedes, Germans, Irish, half-breeds, a
Chinaman and half a dozen other nationalities, all bound for the Flathead. Three or four hundred yards
brought us to the hotel where we were to put up for the night. The hotel is kept by a half-breed, as white men
are not allowed a permanent residence on the Reservation. Wishing to get all the sleep we could, preparatory to
our long ride the next day, we immediately called for our room. The hotel proper being full, the proprietor
called a dirty one gallused Indian and directed him to show us our sleeping place. Taking a candle he told us to
follow. About one hundred yards out...
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