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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1808 Excerpt: .crown a landscape which boasts of a display of striking beauties. The
deep recess of the northern shore betwixt Cowes and Ryde, whose banks are wooded to the very water s edge,
has the spacious inlet called Fishbourne Creek, where the tide flows a considerable distance up the country,
bordered on the eastern side by the beautiful wood of Firestone, which extends along nearly its whole course,
and terminates its progress towards the high land that descends from Ashey Down. In one only part, where the
road approaches Wootton-bridge, does the wood for a short space disappear, and this is adorned by the
mansion of Kite-hill, the residence of Major Popham, and the scattered rural habitations of the village beneath.
Passing the long causeway, under which the tide makes its way, and on its return works the considerable mill
adjoining; the remainder of the village adorns the other hank, and the road ascends the long rise of Fern-hill,
and passes close by its loIy tower. Such is the situation of the opposite neighbourhood; the estate of Fern-hill
forms the other side of the picture; its plantations bordering the road, its grounds sloping along the margin of
the expanded sheet of water, that appears a fine lake, backed by woods and loIy downs. In this situation the
late Lord Bolton, governor of the island, erected this elegant mansion, but soon parted with it to the late
possessor, Samuel Shute, Esq. not long deceased. During the minority of...
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